
Glen Taylor from Sonic Ocean 
Style, Gisborne based manufacturers 
of high quality hand laminated surf 
craft, contacted the Vacmobile team 
in June with a request to supply a 
vacuum system for infusion use. 

He was invited to attend an 
infusion demonstration at Vacmobile 
Headquarters in Silverdale where he 
spent time discussing the vacuum 
fundamentals of the process. 

Glenn took the knowledge back 
to the Sonic factory and successfully 
infused their first surf ski within a 
month.  The Sonic team are 
impressed with their infused skis, 
which are produced at a reduced and 
consistent weight of 18 kg’s with a 
tolerance of 20 grams.  Sonic have 
seen a marked increase in rigidity 
over the previous hand laminated skis 
and reduction in resin usage to boot.   

Glenn dropped in during September 
while on a delivery run with three of 
his latest infused competition use surf 
skis in tow, as pictured. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Contact the Sonic team 
Sonic Ocean Style 
244 Stanley Road 
PO Box 2108 Gisborne 

Phone: +64-(0)6-863 2948 
Fax:     +64-(0)6-863 2949 
Email: sonichl@xtra.co.nz 
Web:   www.sonicoceanstyle.co.nz 

SONIC OCEAN STYLE MAKE THE MOVE TO INFUSION  

Above: Vacmobile 20/2 at work 
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REUSABLE RESIN BUCKET  

VACMOBILES.COM have developed a 
rotat ional l y molded 15 l i t re 
polypropylene reusable bucket for use in 
our RT19/4 resin traps, or in any vessel 
that can hold a 232mm diameter x 
380mm tall bucket.  The rugged, large 
volume bucket is tapered to allow for 
simplified resin removal (no hammers 
needed!).  These buckets will be in stock 
late October. 

Please contact Gail on 0800 822 726 or 
by email at gail@vacmobiles.com for 
more information or pricing. 

VACMOBILE vacuum and leak testing technology is being used 
in the planning and pre-production stages of a resin infusion hull build 
for a Class 40 ocean racing yacht in Albany, NZ.   The owner/builder 
is intending to sail the yacht solo in the upcoming Portimao Global 
Ocean Race to start in September 2008.  This is the world’s first solo-
double ocean race.   

We will post an update on developments with this project in the 
next issue of The Composites Letter and you can find more 
information about the race at www.portimaoglobaloceanrace.com. 

CLASS 40 YACHT UNDER CONSTRUCTION 

USED COMPOSITES VACUUM EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 

Please email used@vacmobiles.com with an offer if you are interested 
in any of the composites-use equipment listed below. 

1. 1x 25 m3/hr x 0.5 mbar oil sealed rotary vane vacuum pump with 2 
port manifold. 1.2kW single phase motor. 

2. 1x 90 m3/hr -43 kPa/+44 kPa side channel exhauster/blower. 1.5kW 
single phase motor. 

3. 1x Digital absolute vacuum gauge 
with head, measures 1 mbar to 
3,500 mbar absolute. 

4. 4 port manifold with ¾” camlock 
connectors and gauge 

 

15 litres 

Carbon: Bonds well with epoxy (oxidizing agents) 
 
Aramid (Kevlar): surface not chemically active, only 
bonds with epoxy  
 
Glass: Bonds with all polymers (organosilanes) 
 
 
 
Table showing interfacial shear strength (MPa):  

TECH LIBRARY: FIBER-MATRIX BONDING 

VACMOBILE ® BETTER  VACUUM  FOR BETTER  COMPOSITES 



VACUUM CONTROL VALVE 

VACMOBILES.COM have 
designed a vacuum control valve to suit 
any composites vacuum system.  

 It consists of a hand operated valve 
body, which when rotated (in 
combination with an indicator or absolute 
gauge), sets the target vacuum level. 

A unique and very useful feature of 
the valve is the air release button, which 
when depressed, allows the operator to 
quickly reduce the bag or mold vacuum 
levels for simplified bag or distribution 
line rearrangement. 

 The valve air inlet is silenced, 
ensuring that noise associated with air 
relief is kept to a minimum, so as not to 
affect the performance of leak detecting 
equipment. 

 
Please contact Gail on 0800 822 726 or 
by email at gail@vacmobiles.com for 
more information or pricing. 
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Tel: +64 9 426 6110  
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Email: info@avanzarcompositessystems.com 
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Wacker (Germany) have 
recently released ELASTOSIL®       
C 150 to the Australasian market. 
This product is used for the 
production of reusable silicone 
rubber vacuum bags, used in the 
manufacture of composite parts.    

With a small amount of 
training, production of  small to 
moderate size bags for bagging or 
infusion applications, is quick and 
easy using a pneumatic applicator 
gun.   

Depending on the resin 
system, more than 100 pulls are 
possible, given the correct 
application and handling. 

Elastosil characteristics  
· Low viscosity (ideal for spray-

on applications)  
· Excellent mechanical properties  

· Fast and non-shrink cure at 
room temperature  

· Easy to demold  

VABS is pleased to announce 
that we have Elastosil® C 150 
product and the applicator system in 
stock.  Sample sections of the 
material and demonstrations are 
available on request.  Indicative 
costing  information is available for 
composites manufacturers to help 
determine if this production method 
is cost effective and a good fit for 
their process.  The system and 
examples of bags are shown left 
and below. 

Please contact Brendan on 
0800 822 726 or by email             
brendan@vacmobiles.com for 
samples or for further information. 

REUSABLE SILICONE RUBBER VACUUM BAGS 

Would you like to promote your composites success story in a future edition of “The Composites Letter”?  If so, 
please tell us!  Technical articles or helpful hints that might be of interest to other readers will be particularly wel-
come.   Please note that we reserve the right to edit any material submitted.       

VACMOBILE ® BETTER  VACUUM  FOR BETTER  COMPOSITES 


